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Shriners Hospitals for Children:

 Admission & Eligibility Information – 2007

ALL AUDIENCES
 (Includes prompts for PowerPoint presentation)

Appropriate greetings (see sampler).

(Slide 1 – Hippocrates Quote)
Hippocrates (“Hip-AW-krah-tease”) said, “Wherever the art of medicine is loved, there also is love of humanity.”
(Slide 2 – Pictures of doctors and kids)

From my experience, there is no greater display of love of medicine and humanity than what I’ve seen at Shriners Hospitals for Children.
(Slide 3 – SHC Logo)
With state-of-the-art facilities and equipment, innovative treatment techniques, and a caring, compassionate staff, Shriners Hospitals provide the best possible care to kids with specialized medical conditions – and all at no charge.
(Slide 4 – Children helped to date)

Over the course of its 85-year history, Shriners Hospitals for Children has provided expert, family-centered care to approximately 835 thousand kids. 
(Slide 5 – 2007 budget)
Since the first hospital opened in Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1922, it has cost more than 7.6 billion dollars to provide this care. 
In 2007 alone, it will cost Shriners Hospitals 721 million dollars, or 1.975 million dollars every day, to provide children with the best medical care available – that comes to 23 dollars every second. 
But what, exactly, is Shriners Hospitals for Children? And what makes it so special?

(Slide 6 – Founding info)
Shriners Hospitals for Children was founded in 1921 by Shriners of North America, an international fraternity that now has approximately 400 thousand members in 191 chapters in the U.S., Canada, Mexico and the Republic of Panama. 
(Slide 7 – US Map of Shriners Hospitals locations)
What began as a single hospital in Louisiana dedicated to treating children with polio has expanded over the years into 22 hospitals in three countries.
(Slide 8 – Care specialties listing)
Shriners Hospitals specialize in providing care for kids with orthopaedic conditions, burn injuries of all degrees, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip and palate. 
Children up to age 18 are eligible for admission and receive all care at no charge – regardless of financial need or relationship to a Shriner.
(Slide 9 - Orthopaedic Care)

Nineteen of the 22 Shriners Hospitals specialize in treating children with orthopaedic conditions. Children with congenital deformities, problems resulting from orthopaedic injuries, and diseases of the musculoskeletal system receive expert care at Shriners Hospitals for Children.
Examples of orthopaedic conditions treated at Shriners Hospitals include: clubfoot, limb deficiencies and discrepancies, scoliosis, osteogenesis (“osteo-GEN-esis”) imperfecta – also known as brittle bone disease – juvenile rheumatoid (“ROO-matoid”) arthritis, and problems related to spina bifida, cerebral palsy, dwarfism and muscular dystrophy.
(Slide 10 – Motion lab)

At Shriners Hospitals for Children, kids have access to state-of-the-art orthopaedic treatment. Thirteen Shriners Hospitals have motion analysis labs, where the way a child with mobility problems walks is carefully studied. Physicians recommend treatment for the child based on the results of the study and medical evaluations.
(Slide 11 – In-house orthotics and prosthetics, with photo)
Fourteen Shriners Hospitals have in-house orthotics and prosthetics departments, where custom-designed, individualized artificial arms, legs, hands and feet are created for patients who need them.

(Slide 12 – orthopaedic research)

Shriners researchers have played key roles in orthopaedic research breakthroughs, such as developing treatments for osteogenesis imperfecta, being a partner in discovering the genetic cause of juvenile Paget's disease, developing a biomaterial for tendon and ligament reconstruction, and collaborating in the discovery of the genetic causes of 10 inheritable bone diseases – just to name a few.
Every day, researchers at Shriners Hospitals work to find new treatments and techniques for pediatric orthopaedic conditions.
(Slide 13 – Burn care)
Shriners Hospitals for Children is known as a world-leader in pediatric burn care. When the organization entered the field back in the 1960s, pediatric burns covering over 45 percent of the body were considered fatal. Today, many children with burns over 95 percent of their bodies routinely survive. 

Shriners Hospitals do not only treat recent, severe burns. They treat all sizes and degrees of burns, providing reconstructive and rehabilitative surgery, as well as care for healed burns and smoke inhalation.
(Slide 14 – Burn care research)

The research being conducted at Shriners Hospitals has helped pioneer some of the most advanced burn treatments used today, such as the development of cultured skin and a nutritional formula that reduces infection and improves healing for pediatric burn patients. 

(Slide 15 – SCI information with photo)

In 1980, the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia opened the first pediatric spinal cord injury rehabilitation unit in the country. 
The Philadelphia program was followed by similar efforts at the Shriners Hospitals in Chicago and San Francisco, which was replaced by the Northern California hospital in 1997.

One spinal cord injury rehabilitation effort underway at the Philadelphia Shriners Hospital is functional electrical stimulation – or F-E-S. 

(Slide 16 – F-E-S photo)

Shriners Hospitals for Children is currently conducting several studies on the effects of F-E-S, which increases physical fitness and may give children with spinal cord injuries a chance to restore or improve mobility. 
In one study, patients are seated on special exercise bikes and hooked up to the F-E-S system. Sticky pads deliver painless little electrical jolts to muscles through the skin. This stimulates the child’s legs to push the bike pedals.

This study is the first ever to compare F-E-S cycling with passive exercise – which is someone moving the patients’ limbs – or with electrical stimulation alone. 
(Slide 17 – CL&P)

And in 2005, after recognizing a lack of complete, long-term care available to children with craniofacial deformities, Shriners Hospitals added a fourth care specialty to its list of treatments: cleft lip and palate. 
Approximately five thousand children are born each year with deformities of the upper lip and mouth. Treating these conditions requires care from birth to adolescence. 
Shriners Hospitals not only provide the surgeries to repair cleft lip and palate – they also handle all the ancillary medical needs, such as speech therapy, psychosocial evaluations and orthodontic treatments. Shriners Hospitals provide this care up to the child’s 18th birthday.
(Slide 18 – Photos of some hospitals)

But Shriners Hospitals are not simply sterile facilities where expert medical treatments are performed. They are places of healing, where the overall well-being of every child is the primary consideration. Physical and occupational therapists, child life specialists and other staff members work with every child to help them be as healthy as possible – physically, mentally and emotionally. 
(Slide 19 - Physical therapy)
Physical and occupational therapists at Shriners Hospitals work hard to make sure children reach their full potential for living happy, healthy lives. Through unique programs and activities involving games, sports, music and even pets, rehabilitative therapists help kids have fun while they’re healing and growing.

(Slide 20 – Child life) 

Child life specialists at Shriners Hospitals are specially trained to help children and their families understand and manage the challenges that often accompany complicated health care situations. 

They teach children ways to cope with medical procedures, help them understand their diagnosis in age-appropriate manners, support families during stressful situations, and promote play and typical child development in hospital settings.

(Slide 21 – Family Services)

Shriners Hospitals also offer support and assistance to patients’ families though their family services departments. This can include helping families arrange transportation and housing while a child is in the hospital, and even providing specialized training to parents or caregivers so they will be able to properly care for their child at home. 
(Slide 22 – admission requirement/eligibility)

You might be wondering who is eligible for admission to a Shriners Hospital. First, the child must be under age 18. And second, there must be a reasonable possibility the child's condition can be improved by specialized services available at Shriners Hospitals. That’s all. Eligibility is not dependent on financial need or relationship to a Shriner.
What started out as a way to help a small number of children has evolved into a world-class network of children’s hospitals. Throughout the world, Shriners Hospitals are known for their first-class medical care for children.

(Slide 23 – Happy child with Shriner)

Thanks to the generosity of Shriners and the general public, this child and many others are able to receive expert specialized care, and a new outlook on life.
(Slide 24 – SHC web information)

For more information about Shriners Hospitals for Children, please visit W-W-W – dot – Shriners-HQ – dot – O-R-G. Shriners Hospitals for Children’s Web site has more information about its care specialties, the 22 hospitals or how to refer a patient.

(Slide 25 – SHC refer a patient info)
Admission application forms are available online. Or you can call 1-800-237-5055 in the United States, or 1-800-361-7256 in Canada, to refer a patient you think Shriners Hospitals may be able to help.

(Slide 26 – Donor relations information)

For more information about how you can support the mission of Shriners Hospitals for Children, please call 1-800-241-GIFT or visit the HOW YOU CAN HELP section of our Web site. 

Thank you very much for your time today.
(Q&A, if applicable)
