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Shriners of North America: 

Membership Recruitment – 2007
NON-SHRINER AUDIENCES
 (Includes prompts for PowerPoint presentation)
Appropriate greetings (see sampler).
(Slide 1 – Logos)

If someone were to ask, “Who are the Shriners?” I’d guess there would be a number of different responses.

(Slide 2 – pictures of Shriners doing different things)

Someone might answer, “Shriners are the men who have the parades and drive the little cars.” Someone else might think of the Shriners circuses and clowns. Still another may say, “Shriners are the men who wear those unique red hats.” And another person may remember a child they knew who was helped by Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

And who would be right? All of those people. 

(Slide 3 – Shrine logo)

Shriners of North America – of which I am a proud member – is a fraternity of approximately 400 thousand men, all with a common love of fun and fellowship. Helping kids is a part of that fun. 

(Slide 4 – SHC logo)

Shriners are the driving force behind the “World’s Greatest Philanthropy,” Shriners Hospitals for Children. This network of 22 hospitals provides pediatric orthopaedic, burn, spinal cord injury, and cleft lip and palate care – all at no charge. 

But who exactly are the Shriners?

(Slide 5 – Shrine emblem and Masonry logos)

Men from all walks of life and all levels of income find fun and fellowship in the Shriners fraternity.

The one thing that all Shriners have in common is their Masonic heritage – all Shriners are Freemasons. Masonry is a fraternity that is even larger and older than Shriners, and is, in fact, the oldest and largest fraternity in the world.

Shriners of North America’s hundreds of thousands of members are distinguished by an enjoyment of life in the interest of philanthropy. And all Shriners share the Masonic belief of brotherly love, relief and truth. 

(Slide 6 – Famous Shriners)

As I mentioned earlier, Shriners come from all walks of life. We are doctors and dentists, movie stars and stage performers, and many other professions. 

Some famous Shriners from the past include celebrities like John Wayne, Red Skelton and Clark Gable; as well as Wendy’s founder Dave Thomas; and a few U.S. presidents, including Harding, Truman, Ford, and FDR.

(Slide 7 – More Famous Shriners)
Today, the Shriners fraternity has several members in Congress and the Senate, and many Governors; as well as actor Richard Tyson; country singer Brad Paisley; golfer Arnold Palmer; and Indy500 champion Sam Hornish, Jr.

(Slide 8 – map of temple locations)

There are 191 Shriners chapters, which we call “temples,” located throughout the United States, Canada, Mexico and the Republic of Panama. And, there are informal Shriners clubs all over the world.
(Slide 9 – Shrine events)

Shriners hold regular meetings, and we also have many fun activities for our members and their families. Events such as barbecues, fish fries, golf tournaments, dances, banquets, and so forth, are common at all temples. 

Shriners know that a man’s family is extremely important, so we offer a variety of activities and events that the whole family can enjoy.

Wives and children of Shriners even have the opportunity to join Shriners-related organizations to help support Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
(Slide 10 – Youth organizations)

The International Order of the Rainbow for Girls, International Order of Job’s Daughters, and DeMolay International are Masonic-related youth organizations.

(Slide 11 – Women’s organization)

And Daughters of the Nile, Ladies Oriental Shrine of North America, and Shrine Guilds of America are just a few of the women’s organizations allied with the Shriners fraternity in support of Shriners Hospitals.
(Slide 12 –Units)

Shriners can enjoy many different units within their temple and participate in various activities. 

A member can join a motorcycle unit or a horse patrol that rides in parades, or a band unit that performs at different Shriners or community functions. 

(Slide 13 – List Units)

There are units for yachtsmen, clowns, pilots, golfers and more. For almost any interest a man might have, there’s sure to be a unit that he would enjoy belonging to.

There are also Shriners clubs, which are geographically based and made up of a smaller number of Shriners. The Shriners clubs are like satellite groups that are part of a main Shriners temple.

For example, if the temple a Shriner belongs to is 100 miles away, there may be a Shriners club right in his hometown in which he can be active.

(Slide 14 – Shrine Savers)

Shriners also enjoy added benefits through the “ShrineSavers” program, which provides discounts on various services and products.

Is it beginning to sound as if there’s something in Shriners that would interest you?

One of the best things about being a Shriner is that no matter where you go, you are never a stranger — anywhere. Wherever you go, you can be assured of meeting men with a similar Masonic background and enthusiasm for living.

(Slide 15 – Photos of Shriners)

What the average person cannot know, what they can never experience — unless they are a Shriner — is the camaraderie, the deep friendships, the good fellowship and the great times shared by all Shriners.

Although fun and fellowship are big parts of the Shriners fraternity, they certainly are not all there is to belonging.

(Slide 16 – SHC logo)

Shriners Hospitals for Children is the official philanthropy of the Shriners fraternity, and it is a very important part of being a Shriner.

(Slide 17 – SHC archive photos)

Shriners of North America opened its first Shriners Hospital back in 1922, and today there is an international network of 22 Shriners Hospitals that provide specialized medical care to children with orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip and palate. Best of all, treatment is provided at no charge to the patients or their families.

Shriners Hospitals are the heart and soul of Shriners of North America; they are caring facilities where children receive some of the best medical care in the world, at no charge, regardless of ability to pay or relationship to a Shriner.

The hospitals are great places to get involved and make a difference in your local community, and the world.

(Slide 18 – statistics)

In 2007, it will cost more than 1.975 million dollars per day to help the children at our 22 hospitals. Since 1922, approximately 835 thousand children have been treated at Shriners Hospitals.

That’s a lot of smiling little faces and grateful loved ones. These children have a renewed hope for the future, thanks to Shriners Hospitals.

Shriners help contribute to Shriners Hospitals in many ways. A portion of each Shriner’s membership dues is used to help fund Shriners Hospitals. In addition, Shriners help support Shriners Hospitals by assisting with outreach efforts, such as screening clinics.

(Slide 19 – Shriners, vans and kids)

Shriners often transport children and their families to and from the hospitals for care. They also work as volunteers in the hospitals. 
There are countless ways that Shriners help support Shriners Hospitals. For anyone who wants to make a lasting contribution to humanity, there is no better way than by helping a child.

(Slide 20 – SHC information)

For more information about Shriners of North America and Shriners Hospitals for Children, please visit our Web site at W-W-W – dot – ShrinersHQ – dot – O-R-G. 
(Slide 21 – Donor relations information)

For more information about how you can support the mission of Shriners Hospitals for Children, please call 1-800-241-GIFT or visit the HOW YOU CAN HELP section of our Web site.
(Slide 22 – Shriners…having fun and helping kids)

As you can see, a Shriner’s life is full. We have fun and fellowship, and we support a noble cause that has been called the “World’s Greatest Philanthropy.”
(Slide 23 – Logos and contact info)

If you want to be a part of a premier organization, consider what Shriners can do for you. Approximately 400 thousand men - and their families - are already experiencing what the Shriners fraternity is all about. Why not you?
If you’re interested in joining Shriners of North America, please visit the JOIN US section of the Web site at W-W-W – dot – ShrinersHQ – dot – O-R-G, call 1-800-537-4746, or speak with me following this presentation.  I’ll be glad to answer any questions.
Thank you for your time.

(Q&A, if applicable)
