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Introduction to Shriners Hospitals for Children – 2007

ALL AUDIENCES

 (Includes prompts for PowerPoint presentation)

Appropriate greetings (see sampler).

(Slide 1 – Logos)

When I say “Shriners,” what comes to your mind first? Is it the Shriners circuses and parades, with all the clowns and little cars?

(Slide 2 – pictures of Shriners doing different things)

Maybe you think of the distinctive red hats Shriners often wear. Or maybe you’re reminded of a child you knew who was helped by Shriners Hospitals for Children.

(Slide 3 – Shrine logo)

Shriners of North America – of which I am a proud member – is a fraternity of approximately 400 thousand men, all with a common love of fun and fellowship. Helping kids is a part of that fun. 
(Slide 4 – SHC logo)

Shriners are the driving force behind the “World’s Greatest Philanthropy,” Shriners Hospitals for Children. This network of 22 hospitals provides pediatric care for orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip and palate, all at no charge.  
But how did it all begin?

(Slide 5 – Knickerbocker Cottage)

Back in 1870, several thousand of the 900 thousand residents of Manhattan belonged to the fraternity of Freemasonry. Several Masons who frequently lunched at the popular restaurant Knickerbocker Cottage often discussed forming a new fraternity.

(Slide 6 – Masonic logo)

This new fraternity, they imagined, would be founded on the Masonic principles of “brotherly love,” “truth” and “relief,” but it would stress fun and fellowship more than ritual.

(Slide 7 – Florence and Fleming portraits)

Two of the table’s regulars – actor William J. “Billy” Florence and Dr. Walter M. Fleming – took the idea seriously enough to do something about it. 
(Slide 8 – The First 13 Masons)
In 1872, with the help of other Knickerbocker Cottage regulars, Fleming drafted the new fraternity’s ritual and designed the emblem and costumes, which were based on the vivid colors and pageantry of the Near East. He named the fraternity the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine – which is what we today know as “Shriners of North America.” 
(Slide 9 – “2007 = 400,000 Shriners, 191 temples”)

One-hundred and thirty-five years later, the fraternity has grown from the 13 original Shriners to approximately 400 thousand. What was once a single chapter – or “temple,” as we Shriners call them – in New York City, has expanded to 191 temples in the U.S., Canada, Mexico and the Republic of Panama.
Shriners of North America was founded with fun and fellowship as its focus, but around 1920, members expressed the desire to establish an official charity. The fraternity decided to found a network of pediatric hospitals to treat children with orthopaedic conditions that had resulted from polio, which was rampant at that time.
(Slide 10 – The First Shriners Hospitals-cornerstone photo)

In September 1922, the first Shriners Hospital opened in Shreveport, Louisiana. By the end of the 1920s, the Shriners had opened 11 more hospitals in the continental U.S., as well as one in Hawaii and one in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 

(Slide 11 – US map of Shriners Hospitals locations)
Today, there are 22 Shriners Hospitals for Children: 20 in the U.S., and one each in Canada and Mexico.

(Slide 12 – Expansion of Mission)

From 1950 to 1960, the fraternity’s funds were increasing rapidly, but the number of new patients waiting for admission to Shriners Hospitals began to shrink, due to the polio vaccine and new antibiotics. Shriners found themselves able to provide additional services, so leaders began to look for other ways to help children.

After careful study, Shriners found that there was very limited treatment available for seriously burned children. So, in the early 1960s, the Shriners decided to provide treatment for kids with severe burns.

(Slide 13 – Shriners Burn Hospitals)

The first Shriners burn unit opened in 1963 at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. Additional burn units were opened in 1964 at Cincinnati General Hospital and Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston. 

These interim units were used while new Shriners Hospitals were constructed near each interim location. The first Shriners Hospital that specialized in burn care opened in Galveston, Texas, in 1966, followed by hospitals in Cincinnati and Boston in 1968. 

The Northern California hospital, built in 1997, also includes facilities to treat burn injuries. 

A couple decades later, Shriners Hospitals again responded to an unmet medical need. 

(Slide 14 – SCI information with photo)

In 1980, the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia opened the first pediatric spinal cord injury rehabilitation unit in the country.
The Philadelphia program was followed by similar efforts at the Shriners Hospitals in Chicago and San Francisco.

When the San Francisco hospital was replaced by the Northern California Shriners Hospital in Sacramento, the facility was equipped and staffed to treat patients with orthopaedic conditions, burn injuries and spinal cord injuries. 

(Slide 15 – CL&P)

Wanting to do still more, Shriners Hospitals noticed a lack of complete, comprehensive, long-term care available for children with craniofacial deformities. To address this need, Shriners Hospitals added a fourth care specialty to its list of treatments in 2005: cleft lip and palate. 

(Slide 16 - Children Helped to Date)

Over the last 85 years, the specialized, state-of-the-art care at Shriners Hospitals for Children has been provided to approximately 835 thousand kids – and all at no charge. 
(Slide 17 – admission requirement/eligibility)

You might be wondering who is eligible for admission to a Shriners Hospital. First, the child must be under age 18. And second, there must be a reasonable possibility the child's condition can be improved by specialized services available at Shriners Hospitals. Eligibility is not dependent on financial need or relationship to a Shriner.
(Slide 18 – Research photos)

Shriners Hospitals are not just dedicated to expert pediatric treatment. The hospital system is also committed to excellence in research. 

(Slide 19 – Research funding)

In the early 1960s, Shriners Hospitals aggressively entered the structured-research field and began earmarking funds for research projects. 
The initial annual research budget in the 1960s was 12 thousand dollars. In 2007, 37 million dollars is budgeted to fund research programs at Shriners Hospitals. To date, Shriners Hospitals have invested more than 500 million dollars in research. 
(Slide 20 – More research photos)

The innovative research being conducted at Shriners Hospitals not only benefits our patients – it increases the total body of medical knowledge for the care and treatment of people of all ages.

Shriners researchers have played key roles in research breakthroughs, such as developing a cultured skin substitute and a nutritional formula that reduces infection and improves healing for pediatric burn patients, being a partner in discovering the genetic cause of juvenile Paget's disease, and collaborating in the discovery of the genetic causes for 10 inheritable bone diseases – just to name a few.
Beyond the commitment to providing expert medical care and conducting innovative research, Shriners Hospitals are also dedicated to providing outstanding teaching opportunities for physicians and other health care professionals.

(Slide 21 – Committed to teaching)

In the past 20 years, more than eight thousand physicians have received residency education or postgraduate fellowships at Shriners Hospitals.
By maintaining relationships with more than 60 medical teaching facilities worldwide, Shriners Hospitals foster an academic environment committed to providing high-quality medical care to all patients.

(Slide 22 – 2007 budget)

In 2007, it will cost Shriners Hospitals 721 million dollars, or 1.975 million dollars every day, to provide children with the best medical care available – that comes to 23 dollars every second. In the past 85 years, it has cost Shriners Hospitals approximately 7.6 billion dollars to help improve the lives of children.
(Slide 23– Happy child with Shriner)

Thanks to the generosity of Shriners and the general public, this child and many others are able to receive expert specialized care, and a new outlook on life.
(Slide 24 – SHC web information)

For more information about Shriners Hospitals for Children, please visit W-W-W – dot – ShrinersHQ – dot – O-R-G.

Shriners Hospitals for Children’s Web pages have more information about its care specialties, the 22 hospitals and how to refer a patient. 
(Slide 25 – Donor relations information) 

For more information about how you can support the mission of Shriners Hospitals for Children, please call 1-800-241-GIFT or visit the HOW YOU CAN HELP section on our Web site.
(Slide 26 – SHC refer a patient info)

If you know a child Shriners Hospitals may be able to help, please call 1-800-237-5055 in the United States, or 1-800-361-7256 in Canada.

Thank you very much for your time today.
(Q&A, if applicable)
