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Shriners Hospitals for Children: Thank you – 2007

ALL AUDIENCES 
(Includes prompts for PowerPoint presentation)
Appropriate greetings (see sampler).

(Slide 1 - Shriners Hospitals logo)

A famous English poet once said, “Many men have been capable of doing a wise thing, more a cunning thing, but very few a generous thing.’’
I am humbled and happy to be here among “the few” today, and to have this opportunity to say “thank you” to each of you. Know that you are appreciated by patients and families, dedicated employees and the countless volunteers who work for Shriners Hospitals for Children.

When I visit any one of our 22 outstanding hospitals, I am reminded of the efforts and commitment of every one of our employees, volunteers and fraternity members. I am also reminded of the Shriners Hospitals three-part mission:

(Slide 2 – Our Mission statement)

To provide the highest quality care to our patients, in a compassionate, family-centered and collaborative care environment.

To provide for the education of physicians and other health care professionals.

To conduct research to discover new knowledge that will improve the quality of care and the quality of life of children and their families.

(Slide 3 – Staff working with patients)

It takes the consistent dedication and vision of each one of us, as well as the generosity of each one of you — to make the work of Shriners Hospitals for Children possible.  

Together, we are able to make a difference in the lives of children and families. Together, we have touched the lives of approximately 835 thousand children around the world.

(Slide 4 – Collage of many kids)

And each of these children has a story. 

(Slide 5 – pictures of Timmy Kelly)

Timmy Kelly, a patient at the Philadelphia hospital, says, “I walk because of Shriners.” 

(Slide 6 – Megan Johnson)

Megan Johnson, a patient at the Portland hospital since the age of 6, had a cleft lip and palate and other serious facial bone-growth problems.
As she underwent a series of operations to revise her facial bone structure, the youngster also became more outgoing, displaying a remarkable compassion and concern for others. Today, the 15-year-old is raising money for Shriners Hospitals and working on her own “Megan’s Mission,” which provides blankets, socks and hats to homeless people in the Seattle area. 

There are many, many more success stories like these in every one of our 22 hospitals.

(Slide 7 – Statistics slide)

Shriners Hospitals for Children provided care to thousands of patients this past year. We cared for more than 32 thousand new patients, and provided thousands of surgeries, therapy treatments and other needed medical care to more than 125 thousand patients. 

(Slide 8 – Budget - $1.975 million per day) 
Because of your generosity we are able to continue providing the very best pediatric orthopaedic, burn, spinal cord injury, and cleft lip and palate care possible. Because of your gifts and dedication, we will be able to sustain a cost of 1.975 million dollars per day this year to provide this expert care at no cost to our patients.  

It is your generous donations that help make this possible. 

(Slide 9 – A learning experience for medical staff) 

Together, we also teach tomorrow’s health care providers.

Shriners Hospitals is dedicated to educating medical professionals. Your gifts also make it possible for us to have the time and staff to devote to tomorrow’s medical leaders. Physicians and other members of our medical team are able to spend many hours teaching tomorrow’s health care providers; and doctors from our hospitals, nationally known leaders in their field, serve in leadership positions in several respected professional organizations. 

Together, we will continue to build a healthy future for children everywhere.

(Slide 10 – A general research slide)

The primary commitment of Shriners Hospitals is patient care. Research, collaboration and innovation will guarantee that we continue to discover and offer the best patient care possible. 
Thanks, in part, to your gifts, our research department will, in 2007, invest 37 million dollars to study various pediatric diseases and medical problems. These efforts will one day give us better detection, prevention and treatment options. 
Our researchers are involved in more than 140 projects, including efforts to better understand the causes of skeletal birth defects and deformities, abnormal limb development, and scoliosis. They are also studying the many implications of pediatric spinal cord injury and the role of exercise in burn injury recovery.

(Slide 11 – happy kids)

Together we change lives. 

When I think about the importance of giving, I like to remember the words of Winston Churchill: “We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give.” By giving to our hospital system, you have helped to improve the lives of countless people.

(Slide 12 – Kids working hard to overcome)

And while it does take money, time and talent to improve lives, what it really takes to change a life is hope. Your donations give hope – to people struggling with the many problems associated with all types of orthopaedic problems – including cerebral palsy, scoliosis, and osteogenesis (“osteo-GEN-esis”) imperfecta – severe burns, spinal cord injures, and cleft lip and palate. Your gifts give hope to our patients and to their families, as well as to all those who benefit from our teaching and research efforts, all over the world.

I simply cannot thank you enough for what you give us, for what you allow us to do.

(Slide 13 – For more information, visit www.shrinershq.org)

A famous philosopher said: “Donors don’t give to institutions. They invest in ideas and people in whom they believe.’’ 
Thank you for believing in the people, the mission and the future of Shriners Hospitals for Children.

(Q&A, if applicable)
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