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Shriners Hospitals for Children: 

Supporting Our Mission – 2007
NON-SHRINER AUDIENCES
(Includes prompts for PowerPoint presentation)
Appropriate greetings (see sampler).
(Slide 1 – SHC logo)
I’d like to speak with you today about some of the most amazing places on earth…

(Slide 2 – Kid Photos)
…Places where children from all around the globe with serious, specialized medical conditions can go to receive the most technologically advanced treatment available; 
(Slide 3 – Families)
…Places children and families consider to be their second homes because of the caring and nurturing relationships they forge with their doctors, nurses and other caregivers;

(Slide 4 – Photos)
…Places where these families never pay for the expert care they receive.

(Slide 5 – SHC Logo)
I’d like to speak with you today about Shriners Hospitals for Children.

I’m so proud to be associated with this incredible hospital system, which has also been labeled by many as the “World’s Greatest Philanthropy.”
(Slide 6 – Kid Photos)
It may be hard to grasp in this day of expensive health care, but Shriners have made the commitment to make sure children and their families have access to expert medical care at absolutely no charge.

(Slide 7 – Stats)

In fact, since 1922, Shriners Hospitals for Children have treated approximately 835,000 children with orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip and palate — all free of charge. 

Shriners Hospitals for Children is the largest pediatric specialty health care system in the world and treats more children with these conditions than anyone else.

In 2006 alone, the 22 Shriners Hospitals treated more than 128,000 children. The three-fold mission is patient care, research and education.  The goal is to impact the lives of children everywhere through innovation and increased knowledge.

Shriners Hospitals’ researchers and medical staff have discovered and/or invented numerous techniques and treatments that have changed the lives of people of all ages.

Your first question might be: How? But I’d first like to show you WHY.

(Slide 8 – Shannon photo)
I’d like to introduce you to a young woman named Shannon.

Eighteen-year-old Shannon has been a patient at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Chicago since she was 3. She was born with a disfiguring birth defect, and over the years she has had approximately 15 surgeries to repair a unilateral cleft lip and palate, as well as other problems associated with this congenital disorder. 

Shannon’s ambition and determination to excel have driven her to accomplish many things. An extremely intelligent young lady, Shannon was on the honor roll throughout high school, took several advanced-placement classes, and was a member of the National Honor Society. 
She graduated from high school in 2006 and is now attending the University of Nebraska in Omaha.

Despite the numerous surgeries she’s had over the years, Shannon always made music a priority. She has played the alto saxophone for eight years, and she is passionate about singing. In high school, Shannon sang soprano in the varsity choir, was part of an all-girls swing choir, and performed in variety shows, singing everything from pop to opera. She also sang with the Nebraska Children’s Choir. 
In addition to making it possible for her to receive treatment at the Chicago Shriners Hospital, the Shriners fraternity plays a big part in Shannon’s life. Her Uncle Pat is a member of Tangier Shriners in Omaha, and Shannon volunteers at the Shriners Circus and other special events. 
After graduating college, Shannon hopes to help other children who have cleft lip and palate achieve their goals, just as she has.

(Slide 9 – Photo of Nastya)
I’d also like to share with you the story of a very special and brave little girl named Nastya (Nas-te-ya), from the Ukraine.

Nastya’s story began in March 2005. She was 5 years old and was home alone with her 2-year-old sister, when a fire erupted. 

The quick-thinking little girl plucked her sister from the flames and carried her to safety. 

While her sister only received minor burn injuries, Nastya sustained third degree burns over nearly 90 percent of her body.

Word of Nastya’s bravery reached the Ukraine’s newly installed president, Viktor Yushchenko, who vowed to find the best treatment available for her. 

After determining that Ukraine’s facilities could not offer the advanced treatment Nastya needed, the decision was made to transfer her to the Shriners Hospital in Boston. 

Nastya had numerous procedures, followed by intensive rehabilitation at the Shriners Hospital in Boston. During her treatment, President Yushchenko tracked her progress and even visited her while on a trip to the United States.

About six months after the fire, Nastya returned to school in the Ukraine, accompanied by First Lady Yushchenko, who promised to support her family and establish burn centers in the Ukraine modeled after the Shriners Hospitals that specialize in burns.

(Slide 10 – Montage of many patient photos)
Shannon and Nastya are just two of thousands of success stories at Shriners Hospitals. There are so many brave boys and girls. 
I could spend all day telling you stories that would inspire you to make sure you make the most of every day. 

Since all the expert medical care at Shriners Hospitals is provided at no charge to patients or their families, the hospitals rely on the generosity of the general public and the Shriners of North America. 

Shriners Hospitals have been excellent stewards of the donations given over the years to help children and have often been ranked as one of the world’s best charities in using the money on patient care and research.

Many of the children we serve have conditions that require multiple years of treatment. And more children come to Shriners Hospitals every day for help and hope.  

In today’s world of rising health care costs and competition for quality doctors and nurses, the need for support has never been greater.

(Slide 11 – Photos: Operation, research, doc w/kid)
In addition to patient care, Shriners Hospitals are dedicated to research and physician education that helps change the face of medicine around the world.
(Slide 12 - Paper Crusade photo)
Since Shriners Hospitals are solely funded by contributions, the organization depends on generous donors, who give to the hospitals out of the kindness of their hearts. 

Donations come in many forms.

Many benefactors give in the memory of a loved one. 

(Slide 13 – Volunteer Photo)
Many people volunteer in the 22 hospitals.
Many people help spread the word about what Shriners Hospitals do and how each and every person can help. 
(Slide 14 – Stewardship, 93%)
I am proud to say that our philanthropy is one of the purest anywhere. By that, I mean approximately 93 percent of the entire Shriners Hospitals operating budget is used for patient care and research, and only about 7 percent is used for administrative and fundraising costs. Compare these figures to other charities and you will see how efficient a well-run philanthropy can be.

(Slide 15 – SmartMoney & US News)

I mentioned earlier that Shriners Hospitals have been excellent stewards of the gifts given for our hospital system.   

In 2002, SmartMoney magazine ranked Shriners Hospitals as the number-one charitable health organization, based on the efficient use of its donations. SmartMoney also ranked Shriners Hospitals as the most efficient health charity in the U.S. in 2000.

A few years ago, U.S. News & World Report ranked Shriners Hospitals for Children as the third-leading health charity in their article, “How to Pick the Best Charities — a Guide to Giving.”

And in December 2005, Good Housekeeping listed Shriners Hospitals as one of five “Best Charities for Kids.”

(Slide 16 – GENEROSITY)
There are many ways to support Shriners Hospitals for Children. People can give their time, help spread the word to others, collect can tabs, or give donations.
(Slide 17 – GENEROSITY)
In fact, some people don’t realize that outright donations are far from the only way to support Shriners Hospitals. Many of the planned giving programs actually benefit the donor, as well as the children.

(Slide 18 - Donor Recognition photos)
Because donors play such an important role in allowing Shriners Hospitals to fulfill its mission of helping kids, they are acknowledged through the Donor Recognition Program. 

The program’s many awards, plaques and personal presentations show donors how much their generosity is appreciated. 

(Slide 19 – World’s Greatest Philanthropy, Kid Photo)

All these accolades add up to just one thing: Shriners Hospitals are world-class medical facilities, which truly live up to the title of “World’s Greatest Philanthropy.”

And Shriners Hospitals will continue to have that title, as long as Shriners and our friends continue to be dedicated to our mission of helping kids.

(Slide 20 – Nastya and Shannon)
Shriners Hospitals for Children are helping to make dreams come true for thousands of children like Shannon and Nastya.

If you’d like to be part of this important mission, I encourage you to become involved. 

(Slide 22 – Web sites and 1-800-241-GIFT)
You can learn more about Shriners Hospitals by visiting W-W-W—dot—shrinershospitals—dot—O-R-G. I encourage you to visit the Web site and learn more about us.
Donations to Shriners Hospitals can be made online at W-W-W—dot—donate2shc—dot—O-R-G, or by calling 1-800-241-GIFT.

If you know a child whom Shriners Hospitals may be able to help, please call our toll free patient referral numbers.

(Slide 23 – Patient Referral #s, Kid Photos)
1-800-237-5055 in the United States; and 1-800-361-7256 in Canada.

Please consider becoming part of Shriners Hospitals’ amazing mission of making dreams come true for children in need.

Thank you so much for your time and attention today. I have some brochures available if you’d like more information. 

Thank you.
(Slide 24 – SHC logo)
(Q&A, if applicable)
